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Percocet is a prescription medication that combines oxycodone (an opioid pain reliever) and 

acetaminophen (a non-opioid pain reliever and fever reducer). It is typically prescribed for 

moderate to severe acute pain, such as pain following surgery or injury. 

Because oxycodone is an opioid, Percocet is classified as a Schedule II controlled substance in 

the United States. This means it has legitimate medical uses but also carries a high potential for 

misuse, dependence, and addiction. For this reason, it is tightly regulated under federal and state 

laws. 

 

Why Opioids Require Strict Medical Oversight 

Opioid medications like Percocet can be effective when used appropriately and under close 

supervision. However, they also present serious risks, including: 

 Respiratory depression 

 Physical dependence 

 Opioid use disorder 

 Accidental overdose 

 Dangerous interactions with alcohol or sedatives 

Because of these risks, prescriptions must be issued by licensed healthcare providers after a 

legitimate medical evaluation. Regulatory agencies such as the U.S. Food and Drug 

Administration (FDA) and the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) oversee the approval, 

classification, and monitoring of controlled substances in the United States. 

Medical oversight ensures that: 
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 The medication is medically necessary 

 The dosage is appropriate 

 The duration of use is limited when possible 

 The patient is monitored for side effects and dependency risks 

 

Telemedicine and Controlled Substances 

Telemedicine has expanded access to healthcare services, including consultations for pain 

management. In certain circumstances, licensed providers may prescribe controlled substances 

via telehealth, but only in compliance with federal and state regulations. 

Key legal requirements typically include: 

1. A valid patient-provider relationship 

2. A comprehensive medical evaluation 

3. Proper identity verification 

4. Use of state-licensed pharmacies 

5. Compliance with DEA telehealth prescribing rules 

Laws surrounding telemedicine prescribing can change based on public health policies and 

federal updates. Patients should verify that any provider they consult is licensed in their state and 

follows all applicable regulations. 

 

Warning Signs of Unsafe Online Pharmacies 

The internet contains many websites that claim to sell prescription opioids without proper 

safeguards. These operations often: 

 Do not require a prescription 

 Offer unusually low prices 

 Avoid listing a physical address 

 Ship internationally without proper documentation 

 Do not require medical evaluation 

Purchasing opioids from unverified sources can lead to receiving counterfeit or contaminated 

medications. Some counterfeit pills have been found to contain illicit fentanyl, which 

dramatically increases the risk of overdose. 

To protect yourself: 



 
 
 
 

 Use pharmacies licensed in your state 

 Confirm the pharmacy is verified through recognized accreditation programs 

 Ensure a valid prescription is required 

 Avoid websites that promise “no prescription needed” 

 

The Importance of Legitimate Pain Management 

If you are experiencing ongoing pain, it is important to speak directly with a licensed healthcare 

provider. Pain management may include: 

 Non-opioid medications 

 Physical therapy 

 Anti-inflammatory drugs 

 Nerve-targeted medications 

 Behavioral therapy for chronic pain 

 Interventional pain procedures 

Opioids are generally recommended for short-term use in acute pain or for carefully monitored 

chronic conditions when other treatments are insufficient. 

 

Safe Use Guidelines for Prescribed Percocet 

If a healthcare provider prescribes Percocet legally, patients should follow strict safety practices: 

 Take exactly as directed 

 Never increase dosage without medical approval 

 Avoid combining with alcohol 

 Inform your provider about all other medications 

 Store securely away from children 

 Dispose of unused medication through approved take-back programs 

Suddenly stopping opioids after extended use can lead to withdrawal symptoms. Any changes in 

dosage should be supervised by a healthcare professional. 

 

Legal and Ethical Considerations 
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Buying controlled substances outside of legal medical channels can have serious consequences, 

including: 

 Criminal penalties 

 Financial fraud risks 

 Health complications from unsafe products 

 Lack of medical monitoring 

Healthcare regulations are designed not to create barriers, but to protect patient safety and reduce 

the risks associated with opioid misuse. 

 

If You Need Help for Pain or Opioid Concerns 

If you are struggling with unmanaged pain, dependency concerns, or questions about prescription 

safety, consider: 

 Speaking with your primary care provider 

 Consulting a board-certified pain specialist 

 Seeking guidance from a licensed addiction medicine professional 

 Contacting national support resources if needed 

Early intervention can significantly improve outcomes and reduce long-term risks. 

 

Conclusion 

Percocet is a powerful prescription medication intended for legitimate medical use under careful 

supervision. While telemedicine has expanded access to healthcare services, strict legal 

requirements remain in place for prescribing controlled substances. Patients should prioritize 

safety, verify provider credentials, and avoid unregulated online sources. 
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